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What makes Langkawi a wonderful birdwatching destination is the fact that it is home to over 
200 species of birds, which include raptors, kingfishers and bee-eaters. It is also one of the 
best locations in Malaysia to view the stunning Great Hornbills. 

The birds in Langkawi can be spotted in a variety of habitats such as the island shores, rice 
paddies, mangrove forests, open fields and hills, and the woodlands. These places attract birds 
based on their different needs, for example rice paddies offer insects, aquatic creatures and 
plenty of water which appeal to a certain species of birds. Migratory birds will take long flights 
to Langkawi during winter, making their temporary dwellings in the temperate rainforests of 
the island, away from the cold, wintry winds and will only return to their homes in spring and 
summer. 

Bird lovers will have a fantastic birding experience as the diverse bird population makes their 
spotting at all hours of the day more promising, especially in the mornings and late afternoons. 
This book is intended as an introduction to the amazing birds of the resplendent island of 
Langkawi and it contains a collection of 70 birds which can be spotted in Lubuk Semilang. 
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HOW TO USE
QR CODE

In this book, we provide our book readers with QR
codes on each bird species to save you from the
lengthy steps to take in order to view a species of 
interest on Malaysia Biodiversity Information System 
(MyBIS) system. Using the QR code requires you to have 
an app that can scan the QR code on your smartphone/
tablet PC and internet connection.

Firstly, install a QR Code reader app. You may
download the app on Google Play (Android users)
and App Store (iOS or iPhone users). Most of these
apps are free and should be able to process QR codes.

Next, open the app and your screen will switch to
camera display. Point your camera to a QR code
and hold still until the camera focuses on the QR
code. The QR code will load instantly and you will
then be directed to the URL link of the species in
(MyBIS) system.

By scanning the QR codes, it will enable you to
find more information that (MyBIS) system offer  
on the species such as its taxonomy,  
pictures, descriptions and assessments on the species.

Download 
application QR Code 
via Google Play or 
Apps Store

Open the
application

Scan the
image QR 
Code

3 EASY STEPS TO USE THIS BOOK

1 2 3
DOWNLOAD OPEN SCAN

Ninox scutulata
Brown Hawk-owl

QR code system 
provided by :

Kementerian Sumber Asli
dan Alam Sekitar

www.mybis.gov.my
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PREFACE
The island of Langkawi received its official UNESCO recognition 
of a global Geopark in 2007, making it the first in South East 
Asia to be honoured with the status. True to its name, Langkawi 
has been regarded as a tropical paradise that is enthralling in its 
natural beauty.  

Lubuk Semilang, which is located in the reserved forest of 
Gunung Raya, is indeed a treasure trove for nature lovers. 
Situated approximately 8 kilometres away from the town of Kuah, 
it is a favourite spot amongst locals and tourists to the island. 
Despite this, the forest is well-preserved and still in a pristine 
condition. 

Langkawi not only offers a picturesque setting attributed to 
its stunning white-sand beaches, clear-blue waters and dense 
rainforests, but the island is made more captivating by the 
presence of over 200 different species of birds. Away from 
the hustle and bustle of city life, visitors to Lubuk Semilang 
will be mesmerised by its spectacular panorama and peaceful 
surroundings. Meanwhile, birders will have a fantastic time 
looking out for both local birds and foreign birds on their 
migratory routes. 

The production of this book is intended to impart fascinating 
stories of the various species of birds that are found in Lubuk 
Semilang. I hope that readers, especially bird-enthusiasts, will 
appreciate the interesting insights that we have shared with you, 
and it is my wish that in turn, this will subsequently boost Lubuk 
Semilang’s name as a remarkable eco-tourism spot for visitors to 
Langkawi Island.

Izham Yusoff
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Izham Yusoff

A unique diversity 
of birds in this 
country has put 
Malaysia on the 
world map as one 
of the most popular 
bird tourism 
destinations”



Dubbed ‘The Jewel of the Andaman Sea’, the island of 
Langkawi boasts scenic beaches, picturesque mountains and 
a rich heritage of flora and fauna. It is an archipelago of 99 
islands, situated on Malaysia’s north-west coast. What makes 
the island extraordinary is the fact that it has a rich diversity 
of ecosystems and habitat types, which include amongst 
others, mangrove forests, lowland and hill mixed dipterocarp 
rainforests, rice paddy fields, scrublands, and orchards. 

The variety of habitats attract a splendid array of birdlife. 
Langkawi has over 200 species of resident and migratory 
birds. High up in the mountains, birding activities take 
place at Gunung Raya, where birders have a chance to 
spot the Great Hornbill and the Wreathed Hornbill in the 
rainforest. Other bird species can be spotted in the open 
corridors of the dense rainforest, such as the flowerpeckers, 
woodpeckers, bulbuls, and babblers, or even in the mangrove 
swamps where the kingfishers make the habitat their home. 
Bird lovers will also have a marvellous time looking out for 
different species in the small island villages where the birds 
are seen foraging near rivers, ponds and in the lush stretches 
of paddy fields. 

Despite its rapid development growth, Langkawi continues 
to promote the protection of birds by preserving their 
natural habitats and encouraging birding and other 
ecotourism activities amongst the islands’ locals and tourists, 
especially in the area of Lubuk Semilang. 

The process of identifying the different species of birds was 
done with the island villagers and local forest rangers.

INTRODUCTION
BIRDS – TREASURES OF LUBUK SEMILANG

Acridotheres tristis
Common Myna
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The Jungle is in dynamic state all the time. It is a kingdom in itself; self sustainable while at 
the same time, it provides basic human needs like food, water and shelter. We should learn 
to respect it and be prepared to expect the unexpected. The jungle should be explored 
and learned from and interpreted. It should not be conquered.There are some unwritten 
laws of the jungle that one should follow in order to ensure a safe passage through it and 
a safe passage out of it. These do's and don'ts of the Jungle Ethic are extracted from the 
notes of a friend in Pahang and from my gurus in Langkawi.

JUNGLE TABOOS (Do’s)

1. Do respect the jungle inhabitants by first greeting them in whatever form of beliefs, 
directed to the guardians of the forest, wildlife and plants.

2. Do overcome fear, anxiety and stress by exploring and enjoying the surroundings.

3. Do bear in mind that the jungle is also a kingdom full of myts and mysteries dominated 
by the inhabitants which are invisible to us.

4. Do respect their presence by avoiding mischievous behaviour.

5.  Do take brief halt (10-15 minutes) at midday whilst exploring or trekking.

6.  Do stop when all of sudden you visualize a fimiliar face of a loved one. This can be a 
sign of danger lurking ahead. Rest for a while before proceeding.

7.  Do practise constantly looking back, right or left to familiarize youself with the 
surrounding. This will help you to recognize places in times of emergency (getting 
lost).

8.  Do make sure you bring enough water supply because sometimes water source may 
be scarce.

9.  Do bring along some black pepper seeds, red onion skin and dried chillies. These can 
help to scare away the unseen intruders by burning them as incense.

JUNGLE TABOOS (Don’ts)

1. Do not mention any queer incidents or any wild animals by its name. Use 
nicknames instead.

2. Do not sleep across any tracts or footpaths. They are the highways of the animals 
and their spirits.

3. Do not bathe in the river on stream during last light (twilight).

4. Do not whistle, shout or misbehave. It is an intrusion to the surrounding's invisible 
habitans.

5. Do not urinate over some peculiar stones or tree trunks/buttresses.

6. Do not light candles close to eggs. This is a call sign of the jungle spectre 
Huntsmen.

7. Do not react merrily or misbehave within the vicinity of  any waterfalls.

8. Do not kick any ant-hills or coil any rattan creepers.

9. Do not answer or turn back if out of a sudden your name is called while walking.

10. Do not enter the jungle when it rains on a sunny day. It is a bad omen. Wait until 
the rain stops.

JUNGLE TIPS (Trekking)

1. FREEZE - do not move or make sudden movement when confronting wild games, 
snakes, etc. Intead move backwards slowly and stealthily.

2. ALERT - when hearing a familiar sound of cock cockling. It can be asign of King 
cobra hatching its eggs nearby.

3. BE CAREFUL - when crossing a huge log across your path. It is a favourite 
ambush place on the opposite side.

4. Never follow your sense of direction when you are lost. Think and retrace your 
steps.

5. Avoid fatigue because it will slow down your reaction and can lead to hallucination 
- conserve energy.

6. Survival in the jungle depends on 2 psychological factors:
 a. Determination to live
 b. Elimination of fear

7. The feeling of fear in the jungle is due to ignorance and inexperience.

8. It should be in the jungle, nobody forces you to do anything.

9. Exhaustion in the jungle is a sign to back off, recheck, and rethink. It may be a 
protection for you.

10. To survive in the jungle, get your mental attitude working.

Being in a different environment, the outdoor, saying alive and enjoying the 
surroundings are major concerns. By knowing and practising the jungle ethics as 
outlined above, together with knowledge of the mental and physical problems faced 
in survival, it can help to accomplish more than what you may think is possible.

Happy trekking...

x xiB I R D S  O F  L U B U K  S E M I L A N G

JUNGLE ETHIC
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Eurystomus orientalis
Dollarbird



If you listen hard enough, you can 
hear the distinct, melodious tunes of 
the Abbott’s Babbler. Making loud 
calls to one another, the singing duo 
of the males and females emanate 
a harmonious symphony. Abbott’s 
Babblers are non-migratory birds. They 
are somewhat tolerant of disturbance 
and are adaptable to a disturbed forest 
habitat. These shy birds are rather tame 
and can be located hopping through 
dense undergrowth close to the ground. 
They do not wander off, and tend to 
remain within a well-marked area. The 
adult Abbott’s Babbler is a nondescript 
brown, short-tailed and stout bird with a 
rather large bill. Although the sexes are 
alike, male Abbott’s Babblers are larger 
in size. They usually forage in pairs near 
the ground, scavenging for insects and 
small invertebrates, their movements 
deliberately slow amongst the litter of 
leaves. 

Status and Conservation: Least Concern.
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Malacocincla abbotti
Abbott’s Babbler

ABBOTT’S BABBLER 



Whilst the female Banded 
Kingfisher comes off as rather 
plain-looking with its rufous-
brown, boldly black-barred 
and white under parts, its male 
counterpart is a striking contrast 
with its bright electric-blue 
crown. Banded Kingfishers have 
sturdy red bills and short crests. 
At 20 cm long, they appear rather 
bulky in size. The birds whistle 
out long tunes that go on for 
about 17 seconds. They are often 
found in dense forests, hidden 
in a canopy of thick foliage. You 
can usually see them perched on 
branches, where they can remain 
motionless for lengthy periods. 
They also have a tendency to 
raise and lower their crown 
feathers in some sort of wave 
movements. Banded Kingfishers 
swoop to the forest floors and 
onto fallen trees to hunt for 
insects. Unlike most Kingfishers, 
Banded Kingfishers do not need 
pools or streams in their territory. 

Status and Conservation: Least 
Concern. 

MaleFemale

BANDED KINGFISHER  

Lacedo pulchella
Banded Kingfisher  
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The Blue-tailed Bee-eater is a 
richly coloured, slender bird and is 
predominantly green. It is always 
intriguing to watch the graceful 
movements of the bird when 
hunting its prey. It would patiently 
remain perched on a tree branch 
or a high wire, and as it is highly 
skilled in catching insects in mid-
air. The moment a victim is eyed, 
it swoops down and snaps the 
flying insect in its bill. Knowing 
how lethal this could be, the bird 
keeps the victim away from its 
eyes using its long, narrow bills. 
The bird flies back to its perch, and 
without wasting any time, whacks 
the helpless insect against the 
perch to get rid of the sting before 
consuming it. Blue-tailed Bee-
eaters are often found in rice fields 
and near pathways that lead to 
mangrove forests.  

Status and Conservation: Least 
Concern.

Merops philippinus
Blue-tailed Bee-eater

BLUE-TAILED BEE-EATER
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Leptocoma calcostetha
Blue-winged Pitta

This extremely shy bird is a multi-
coloured beauty with bright blue 
wings contrasted against buff 
underparts and a reddish vent 
area. The brown-eyed bird has 
a white chin and a black crown, 
with shoulders and mantle that 
are greenish in colour. If you listen 
closely, you can hear the loud calls 
of this species, giving away their 
presence in the forest. Calls are 
always made when the birds are 
perched on branches amongst the 
trees. The birds almost never call 
when they are on the ground or 
while feeding. The Blue-winged 
Pitta avoids dense forests. They 
are commonly found in parks and 
gardens, actively moving around 
on the ground in search of food, 
using their stubby black bills to 
dig up the soil for earthworms and 
grubs. Their bills are also used to 
flick fallen leaves aside, making 
it easier for them to catch small 
insects and even hard-shelled 
snails.  

Status and Conservation: Least 
Concern.

BLUE-WINGED PITTA
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Irena puella
Asian Fairy-bluebird

Although Asian Fairy-bluebirds are not 
typically migratory, they do travel around 
depending on the availability of what they 
love best – fruits! Because of this, the birds 
are always active amongst vegetation, 
feeding on their favourite fruits, which are 
figs and berries. They rarely descend to the 
ground to feed. Fruits are taken while the 
birds are either perched on tree branches, 
or while flying. They are attracted to 
flower nectars and insects such as winged 
termites, and also flock coffee plantations 
to hunt for coffee berries. These forest-
loving birds live in pairs and small groups, 
and have been spotted gathering in flocks 
to bathe in forest streams. This strategy 
is to keep them safe from predators. The 
Asian Fairy-bluebirds have small black 
feet, short legs and slender bills and a 
distinctive set of bright red eyes with black 
pupils.  

Status and Conservation: Least Concern.

Female

ASIAN FAIRY BLUEBIRD 

Male
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Not only does the Brown Hawk-
owl have similarity in shape and 
appearance to a hawk, it also hunts 
like one. The bird has a distinctive 
set of large, gleaming yellow night-
vision eyes, which allows it to move 
about in the dark to hunt its prey. 
The bird hawks on its prey in the air 
or uses its sharp, powerful claws to 
jump on unsuspecting victims. It does 
not make any sound when it flaps 
its wings and swoops through the 
air, hence it can fly and hunt silently 
in the dark. The birds roost during 
the day, in isolation, hidden amongst 
branches. Even if they do move about 
before dusk, they only do so when 
the weather is cloudy. They become 
active when night falls and only then 
will you will start to hear their strange 
hooting sounds.  

Status and Conservation: Least 
Concern.

BROWN HAWK-OWL
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Ninox scutulata
Brown Hawk-owl



This particular member of the Bulbul family 
of passerine birds is an eye-catcher. It has 
a glossy black head and throat – hence 
the name, Black-headed Bulbul – which is 
a striking contrast to its yellowish-green 
body and bright yellow lower back. Some 
species come in a different colour form, 
where a grey morph replaces the yellowish-
green part of the bird. This species is 
similar to the Black-crested Bulbul, but it 
is distinguished by the lack of a crest. It 
has some black feathers on its back and 
a broad yellow tail tip with a black sub-
terminal band. It has a beautiful set of blue 
eyes. The bird has very small legs and is 
only about 18 cm average, which means 
it is small in size, weighing approximately 
30 grams. Black-headed Bulbuls are rather 
active birds, and can be heard from afar 
as they tend to make loud, high-pitched 
cheeping calls to one another.  

Status and Conservation: Least Concern.

BLACK-HEADED BULBUL
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Pycnonotus atriceps
Black-headed Bulbul



Generally, the Olive-winged Bulbul is a brown bird 
with a brownish-grey crown and olive-green wings. 
It has whitish shaft-streaks on its ear coverts, which 
distinguishes it from the Red-eyed Bulbul. Its head is 
very small, its neck is dark brown, and it has a clay-
white chin and throat. The bird has a black bill and 
a set of dull red eyes, lores and dark brown eyelids. 
The bird belongs to the Bulbul family of passerine 
birds. On average, the bird’s length is about 20 cm 
and its weight is approximately 30 grams. These 
dainty birds are usually found feeding on figs 
and berries, and at times their diet may include 
caterpillars and beetles. The Olive-winged Bulbul 
might seem to look rather plain and unattractive 
when compared to the other Bulbul species, 
however their ‘bubbling’ sounds and calls have been 
thought to be more melodious.  

Status and Conservation: Least Concern.

OLIVE-WINGED BULBUL

Pycnonotus plumosus
Olive-winged Bulbul 
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Pycnonotus brunneus
Red-eyed Bulbul

True to its name, the Red-eyed 
Bulbul has a distinctive set of red 
eyes, which makes it easier to be 
identified from the other bulbul 
species. Just like the eyes, the legs, 
feet and bill are also red. The birds 
typically frequent forest trails and 
edges, particularly flowering or 
fruiting trees. They are common and 
are seen throughout the year, not 
having any preference on trees, so 
long as the trees bear fruits. They 
have been spotted to remain feeding 
on fruits and nectars at the same 
tree for some time and will return to 
the same tree every day during the 
season. A few of these birds can be 
found resting or feeding on the same 
tree. When they make calls, it will 
be a series of high-pitched bubbling 
notes, ending with sharp last notes. 

Status and Conservation: Least 
Concern.

RED EYED BULBUL 
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Pycnonotus finlaysoni
Stripe-throated Bulbul 

The Stripe-throated Bulbul is a species 
of songbird in the Pycnonotidae family. 
Perhaps the most striking feature is its 
yellow vent and the yellow streaks on 
its forecrown, ear covers, throat and 
upper breast. This gives a nice tint to 
an otherwise dull brown which covers 
most parts of the bird. Some birds of this 
species have also been seen to boast 
tiny red supraloral spots. The bird sings 
a complex, throaty, variable measured 
sequence of loud crisp notes. It is a 
lively bird from the Bulbul species, and 
is about 19 cm in length and 30 grams 
in weight, just like most of the bulbuls. 
Stripe-throated Bulbuls diet on berries, 
figs and insects. Their natural habitats 
are in tropical lowland forests or tropical 
montane forests. They are resident birds 
and only make minor movements.    
 
Status and Conservation: Least Concern.
 

STRIPE-THROATED  BULBUL
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It is fascinating to see the courtship 
between the male Greater Coucals 
and their partners. In the process 
of courting, the males offer the 
females food as a form of a gift. In 
showing acceptance to mate, the 
females lower their tails and droop 
their wings. Not only is it beautiful 
to observe this courtship routine, 
the Greater Coucal itself is a beauty 
to watch. The Greater Coucals 
walk slowly through tall grass and 
thickets, or prowls through dense 
undergrowth to hunt for their prey. 
They hunt on the ground, and will 
hop and run when pursuing their 
prey. They may also pick up some 
vegetation on the ground, even 
consuming toxic fruits of poisonous 
plants. In oil palm cultivation, the 
birds have been noted as an avian 
pest because they eat the fleshy 
mesocarps of the ripe fruits.  

Status and Conservation: Least 
Concern.

Centropus sinensis
Greater Coucal

GREATER COUCAL
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Crested Serpent Eagles are medium-sized 
raptors that prey primarily on snakes – as 
their name implies. The bird is stocky and 
medium-large, with rounded wings and 
a short tail. When in soaring flight, they 
hold their wings forward in a shallow V 
shape. Crested Serpent Eagles spend a 
lot of their time perched on branches 
sitting and waiting – which is thought to 
be their foraging strategy – often making 
loud, piercing calls in the late mornings. 
Mornings are also kept busy hunting for 
food, and at times, they will even follow 
snakes on the ground. They raise their 
crests when alarmed, and when this 
happens, their heads seem to appear 
larger. During courtship, the females and 
males will soar through the skies and 
call out to each other, and at times may 
roll and ruffle their wings to produce 
some vibrations to attract their partners’ 
attention. 

Status and Conservation: Least Concern.

CRESTED SERPENT EAGLE

Spilornis cheela
Crested Serpent Eagle
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Aethopyga siparaja
Crimson Sunbird

Crimson Sunbirds are tiny birds with short 
wings, and because of this, they make fast 
and direct flights. The adult males have 
bright colours, and can be spotted from afar, 
hence they rely on quick body movements 
to dodge predators. To adapt to their nectar 
feasting, they have medium-length thin 
down-curved bills and brush-tipped tubular 
tongues, to suck nectar from flowers. The 
flying beauty is usually seen hovering in the 
air around flowers and will perch itself on 
a branch to treat itself to the nectar, but it 
only stays a short while and will continue 
to change its position from one flower to 
another. The birds look for flowers with the 
highest sugar content and will seek out areas 
that have flowers with high energy nectar 
to satisfy their sweet cravings. They also 
consume insects to feed their young and 
fulfil their own need for a protein diet.  

Status and Conservation: Threatened.

CRIMSON SUNBIRD
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Thick-billed Crow, which is also commonly 
called Large-billed Crow or Jungle Crow, is a 
widespread Asian species of crows. They are 
large, fearsome-looking survivors – bold and 
valiant birds that can easily adapt to their 
surroundings, feeding on anything edible. 
They hunt for anything dead or alive, they 
feed on any type of plant or animal, and they 
also steal from vultures’ nests – making them 
one of the most persistent species. Because 
of this, they have often been labelled as pests 
and they are a nuisance to their surroundings. 
In urban areas, the birds will perch high up 
on telephone poles and rails in singly or in 
groups. They will rip open garbage bags to 
rummage through thrash. They will often 
congregate around the garbage supplies 
and will defend their catch from other crows. 
The birds can also become quite aggressive 
towards humans who disturb them. 

Status and Conservation: Least Concern.

THICK BILLED CROW 

Corvus macrorhynchos
Thick-billed Crow
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Surniculus lugubris
Drongo Cuckoo

The Drongo Cuckoo has an 
overall black glossy plumage, and 
it resembles the Black Drongo. 
Although dark, the plumage reflects 
light which makes it appear glaring 
in the rays of the sun. The birds 
feast on insects which they catch 
on the ground as well as in the 
canopy. The Drongo Cuckoo has an 
obvious white barred vent at the 
undersides and outer undertail and 
in comparison to the Drongo, it has 
a thinner down-curved beak. When 
in flight, the bird’s white wing-stripe 
is visible from below. The bird has a 
deeply forked tail and usually a small 
white spot in the back of its head. 
Like other cuckoos, the bird is also 
a brood parasite on small babblers. 
When they sing, they make a series 
of whistling ‘pips’, rising in pitch with 
each ‘pip’. 

Status and Conservation: Least 
Concern.

DRONGO CUCKOO
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The Dark-sided Flycatcher is a slim, 
small to medium-sized bird, also 
commonly known as the Siberian 
Flycatcher or the Sooty Flycatcher. The 
bird has greyish-brown head with a set 
of large, dark eyes. It has dark brownish 
wings with pointed primaries that are 
very long and almost reaches its short, 
brown forked tail. It has a white belly, 
throat and half-collar on its fore neck. 
Its bill is short and dark and its feet are 
black. What is interesting about this 
species is that they have whiskers, which 
are actually specialised feathers and 
not hairs. While foraging, the birds are 
usually perched on open branches. They 
mostly feed on insects, usually flying out 
to grab their prey and returning to their 
perch to consume the catch. When they 
sing, their song is a series of thin, high-
pitched tweeting and whistling.

DARK-SIDED FLYCATCHER

Muscicapa sibirica
Dark-sided Flycatcher
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What is distinctive about the Dollarbird 
is its thick-set orange-red bill, tipped 
with black. The flight feathers of the 
wing and tail are dark blue and in 
flight, one is able to spot pale blue 
coin-shaped patches towards the tips 
of its wings. The visible patches are in 
resemblance to silver dollars, which 
is why the bird is named as such. 
Dollarbirds make chattering, raspy 
cackles, and the calls are repeated 
several times, often in flight. During the 
breeding season, the birds are often 
see performing acrobatic stunts like 
rolling and tumbling. Dollarbirds are 
insectivores and they search for food 
from a conspicuous perch, which are 
usually on the high branches of dead 
trees. The birds are very skilled in 
catching insects whilst in mid-air, often 
showing off their acrobatic skills in the 
process, before returning to the same 
perch. 

Status and Conservation: Least 
Concern.

DOLLARBIRD

Eurystomus orientalis
Dollarbird
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Common Emerald Doves are stocky, roundish 
looking birds that make fast and direct 
flights at low height, darting from one area 
of the forest to another. They have also been 
spotted foraging on barren grounds of roads. 
They are hardly ever found perched on tree 
branches, except when they are roosting. The 
birds are quite terrestrial, and they are often 
found busy in search of food on the ground. 
As with other species of pigeons and doves, 
the Common Emerald Dove produces crop 
milk for its young. Both male and female 
birds can produce the crop milk, hence, when 
the chicks are hatched, the infants would 
poke their bills into any of the parent’s throat 
and they are able to drink the milk.  Because 
of this, the parents do not need to leave their 
nests, hence they are able to protect the 
chicks from being exposed to predators. 

Status and Conservation: Least Concern.

Chalcophaps indica
Common Emerald Dove

COMMON EMERALD DOVE
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Geopelia striata
Peaceful Dove 

Look out into your backyard and you 
may be able to spot a small, sturdy 
bird which has an almost zebra-like 
pattern on its body, with its upper 
body being mainly brown-grey with 
dark barring. This is the Peaceful Dove, 
otherwise known as the Zebra Dove. It 
has a long, graduated tail and wedge-
shaped wings. Peaceful Doves occupy 
a wide variety of habitat, but they are 
most happy to be anywhere near water. 
They are ground foragers, hunting for 
food in pairs and groups, in open, bare 
areas, near road sides, and in parks 
and gardens. They look for small seeds, 
usually that of grass or other grass-
like plants. Their diet may also include 
insects and other invertebrates. They 
need to drink water at least twice a 
day. As with other pigeons and doves, 
the parents also feed their young with 
crop milk.
  
Status and Conservation: Least 
Concern.

PEACEFUL DOVE
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Spotted Doves are accustomed to be 
around humans and are often seen in 
open areas perched on tree branches, 
electric wires and roof of houses. 
Whilst some birds may stay in the 
same area all year round, some of the 
birds do move around. Spotted Doves 
are rather large birds. They are ground 
foragers, often looking for grains and 
seeds in trees and bushes. They have 
also been seen entering chicken coops 
to feed on the commercial food. The 
display of courtship is quite prominent 
for these birds. The males will walk 
in front of the females with their 
black and white neck patch fluffed 
up, bowing their head up and down 
in the process of doing so. Another 
way of courting is when the male bird 
makes a beautiful display of steep 
rising flight with loud wing claps and 
then spreading his tail and wing before 
gliding down to perch. 
 
Status and Conservation: Least 
Concern.

Spilopelia chinensis
Spotted Dove

SPOTTED DOVE 

40 41B I R D S  O F  L U B U K  S E M I L A N G



The Greater Racket-tailed Drongo is a 
spectacular looking bird that is very easy 
to spot by its distinctive long streamers at 
the rear of its tail feathers. These ‘rackets’ 
have bare central shafts, except at the 
very end, where the tips of the feather 
form what looks like a twisted pendant 
that wiggles about when the bird moves. 
When in flight, the bird looks as though 
it is being chased by bees. Because of its 
fragility, the streamers could easily drop 
off or become damaged, whether singly 
or both. It is the largest of the Drongo 
species in Asia. Apart from its stunning 
appearance, the bird is also known to have 
fantastic vocal talent as it is able to mimic 
the cries and calls of other birds. The 
birds’ mating process is a playful display 
of hopping and turning on branches while 
also dropping objects and picking them in 
mid-air. 

Status and Conservation: Least Concern.

GREATER RACKET-TAILED DRONGO

Dicrurus paradiseus
Greater Racket-tailed 
Drongo

Ashy Drongos are small, stout Asian 
birds and are mainly dark grey with 
a slight bluish gloss and long, deeply 
forked tails. There are 14 different sub-
species and each differ in its plumage 
colour, overall size and weight, bill 
shape, and the length and degree of 
forking in its tail. Ashy Drongos are 
agile birds and have been known to 
be splendid fliers, often exhibiting 
skilfully remarkable twists and turns in 
the air. The bird makes chattering calls 
in the form of harsh, scratchy notes 
and shrill whistling sounds. They make 
their distinctive calls whilst foraging 
on the ground, hunting for their food, 
and this takes place either during 
dawn or dusk. The birds are fantastic 
at mimicking the calls of other song 
birds. They are primarily insectivorous. 
They boast flight speed and skill, 
which allow them to catch their prey 
without much difficulty. 

Status and Conservation: Least 
Concern.

ASHY DRONGO 

Dicrurus leucophaeus
Ashy Drongo 

4342 B I R D S  O F  L U B U K  S E M I L A N G



The Changeable Hawk-eagles are often 
seen in flight rather than perched. 
They are about 70 cm in length with a 
wingspan of about 138 cm. The birds 
can go up in weight to about 1.9 kg.  The 
Changeable Hawk-eagle is so named 
because of the highly variable plumage 
amongst its sub-species. Because of this, 
it is quite difficult to identify the bird, 
and most times the bird is recognised 
by its distinctive screeching call. It is a 
large beautifully built raptor, and it feeds 
on various mammals, birds and reptiles. 
When it looks for food, it perches itself 
on tree branches in wooded areas and 
with its sharp eyes, will watch the clearing 
and patiently wait for its prey to pass 
by. When this happens, the Changeable 
Hawk-eagle will swoop down and strike 
its prey with a deadly force using its sharp 
talons.

Status and Conservation: Least Concern.

CHANGEABLE HAWK-EAGLE

Nisaetus cirrhatus 
Changeable Hawk-eagle

Nisaetus nipalensis 
Mountain Hawk-eagle

Mountain Hawk-eagles are the second-largest Asian hawk 
eagles. They have broad wings with a curved trailing edge. In 
flight, these wings are held in a shallow V shape. The bird has 
a blackish head with a white-tipped crest, however the head 
may vary in colour depending on the age of the bird. It has a 
powerful set of orange eyes, a pair of yellow feet with sharp 
black talons and a black bill. The name of the raptor indicates 
its favourite type of habitat which is the montane forests. It 
feeds on small mammals, birds and reptiles. Hares usually fall 
prey to the Mountain Hawk-eagles. Jungle fowls, ducks and 
pheasants also form their favourite diet. They are especially 
noisy during the breeding season, while making steep dives 
and climbs, and performing high circling to attract their 
partners’ attention.  

Status and Conservation: Least Concern

MOUNTAIN HAWK-EAGLE

4544 B I R D S  O F  L U B U K  S E M I L A N G



Dicaeum trigonostigma
Orange-bellied Flowerpecker

ORANGE-BELLIED FLOWERPECKER

It is not surprising to see how easily the bird can be 
identified, what with its bright orange coloured belly 
that is able to attract a lot of attention. Despite this, 
it is still a challenge to spot the bird because the 
Orange-bellied Flowerpecker moves very quickly from 
one plant to another, until it finally finds the flowers or 
fruits that it is looking for. It is a small, stout bird with 
short neck, tail and legs. It has a short thick-curved 
bill that is slightly curved downwards at the tip, and a 
tubular tongue which is useful in sucking nectar from 
flowers, which forms part of the bird’s diet. Apart from 
nectar, the bird feeds on fruits, insects and spiders. It 
is only about 10cm long and weighing approximately 
6grams. The birds are common and usually found 
in forested areas and forest edges, specifically in 
mangrove forests.  

Status and Conservation: Least Concern.
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The Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker is sexually dimorphic. The 
females’ overall appearance is dull olive-green with a scarlet rump, 
in contrast to a more brightly coloured look of the males. Like 
other species in the family, it is a small, stout bird that measures 
up to a maximum of 9 cm, weighing about 8 grams. Despite being 
common, it is not easy to spot the bird because of its size and 
also due to the fact that the birds favour hidden spots which are 
usually deep within clumps of parasitic mistletoes that grow on 
various trees. The one thing that would give them away is their 
sharp chirping which are delivered in short quick notes. Their diet 
comprises nectar, berries and small insects with some species even 
showing preference for the berries of the parasitic mistletoe as the 
birds’ digestive tract can tolerate toxins from these plants.  

Status and Conservation: Least Concern.

Female

Male

SCARLET-BACKED FLOWERPECKER

Dicaeum cruentatum
Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker 
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There is nothing remarkable looking about 
the Asian Brown Flycatcher, perhaps 
because it is mostly plain-looking and 
brown, as the name suggests, with 
brown wings and upper parts. They 
may lack in appearance, but the Asian 
Brown Flycatchers are excellent at flying 
and hunting for their prey. Like other 
flycatchers, the bird aces in catching 
flying insects in mid-air. The birds are 
migratory and are winter visitors to 
Malaysia. They inhabit open cultivated 
areas, mixed woodlands and a wide range 
of forested habitats, such as moist tropical 
forests and mangrove forests. They are 
also found in rural parks and gardens 
within urban areas.  The courtship display 
is usually the act of the male bird singing 
a simple melodic song to attract the 
attention of the females. During breeding 
season, the birds nest in tree holes. 
 
Status and Conservation: Least Concern

ASIAN BROWN FLYCATCHER 

Muscicapa dauurica 
Asian Brown Flycatcher
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Female

There are three types of male 
Flycatchers – the long-tailed white 
morph, the long-tailed rufous coloured 
dark morph, and the short-tailed 
rufous. Intriguingly, female Asian 
Paradise Flycatchers are the ones 
selecting their mates during breeding 
season. Matured female birds will have 
the first choice of choosing the more 
matured males which happen to be 
the long-tailed white morphs. Females 
who are left with no other choice will 
have to be contented with the short-
tailed rufous. Birdwatchers claimed 
that this is so, based on observations 
made on the size of the egg-clutches. 
The Asian Paradise Flycatcher is a 
beautiful medium-sized passerine 
bird native to Asia. Only the males 
have elongated tail feathers with two 
central tail feathers growing up to long 
drooping streamers. The birds have 
short legs and always sit upright whilst 
prominently perched on tree branches.  

Status and Conservation: Threatened.

ASIAN PARADISE FLYCATCHER 

Terpsiphone paradisi 
Asian Paradise Flycatcher
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Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher falls under the 
group of insectivorous species and 
therefore it feeds on insects, usually 
by capturing flying insects in mid-air. 
Termites, earwigs and other crawling 
insects seem to be a favourite part 
of its diet as well, as the bird has 
been spotted gleaning them from the 
ground. Its feeding hours vary, with 
some of the birds even hunting for 
their prey after dusk. The Tickell’s Blue 
Flycatcher is a small passerine bird in 
the Flycatcher family of Muscicapidae. 
Male birds are more attractive in 
appearance. It is not always easy to 
spot these birds, as they are extremely 
wary of their surroundings. They 
are forest birds, and usually seen 
sitting upright and foraging in the 
overgrowth, in thick covers and under 
shades. A favourite haunt for the birds 
is the banks of wooded streams.  

Status and Conservation: Least 
Concern. 

TICKELL’S BLUE FLYCATCHER 

Cyornis tickelliae 
Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher
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The Forest Wagtail not only has a habit 
of wagging its tail just like other Wagtail 
species, it is the only species that wags 
its tail sideways, unlike the usual up and 
down movements of other Wagtails. This 
tail-wagging habit is clearly seen not 
only when the bird walks about, but even 
when it keeps still and is at rest. Not only 
that, the bird has a plumage that sets it 
apart from other Wagtails, and it is the 
only Wagtail species that nests in trees. 
The birds have long, slim bodies and long 
tails. They are agile and can move around 
very fast when necessary. They usually 
forage on the ground near streams and 
muddy creeks. Forest Wagtails utter a 
metallic ‘twink-twink’ on ground and when 
in flight, but it makes a harsher alarm call 
when it is disturbed or when it senses that 
there is danger lurking by. 

Status and Conservation: Least Concern. 

FOREST WAGTAIL

Dendronanthus indicus 
Forest Wagtail
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Buceros bicornis 
Great Hornbill

GREAT HORNBILL 

Great Hornbills are large birds 
that make loud, booming calls as 
they fly across the sky. The most 
impressive feature of the bird has 
to be its bright yellow and black 
casque on top of its massive bill. 
Not only is it a beautiful bird, 
when it comes to expressing love, 
the Great Hornbill is perhaps 
one of the most passionate of 
creatures. During courtship, 
male birds go all the way to win 
the hearts of the females by 
wrestling, pushing and pulling 
their way through competition. 
When they become parents, 
they protect their young in tree 
hollows with sealed openings, 
until their little ones are ready 
to leave the nest. Although the 
birds have a lifespan of over 35 
years, if a death of either partner 
happens, the surviving partner 
chooses to remain single and 
mate-less for the rest of its life, 
which means that the ability of 
the Great Hornbills to multiply in 
large numbers is restricted. 

Status and Conservation: Near 
Threatened.
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Anthracoceros albirostris 
Oriental Pied Hornbill

The Oriental Pied Hornbill is a large bird, 
yet it is the smallest of the Asian hornbill. 
The male bird has a pale yellowish bill and a 
casque with dark markings, whilst the female 
bird has a smaller bill and a casque with 
more black marks. Oriental Pied Hornbills 
have a remarkable way of protecting their 
young from predators. The breeding pair 
will use mud, fibre or their own droppings 
to seal the female bird inside the hollow of a 
huge, living tree, leaving only a narrow gap. 
When the male bird comes back to the nest 
to feed her and the chicks, he will pass the 
food through this slit, and this will continue 
until the chicks have grown and are ready 
to leave the nest.  Despite the fact that they 
are large birds, they are rather silent in their 
presence, but when they do call, they make 
loud cackling sounds. 

Status and Conservation: Least Concern.

ORIENTAL PIED HORNBILL
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House Crows are small, slim-bodied birds 
with shiny jet-black feathers and long legs. 
They are intelligent birds and are strongly 
associated with humans. Because of this, they 
are found in and around human habitation, 
often building their nests in nearby trees, 
street lamps or building ledges. They are 
social, monogamous birds, and enjoy 
gathering in noisy flocks. They are also 
known to be extremely cautious of their 
surroundings. The birds can be seen to be 
on guard when walking or hopping along 
the ground; their eyes darting about, their 
wings, flicking in a rather nervous movement. 
When it comes to their diet, the birds are 
omnivorous, and for this reason, they feed 
on just any plant or animal. Not only that, the 
birds are always drawn towards thrash – being 
around human homes, they have developed a 
habit of overturning garbage cans and poking 
through waste and litter. 

Status and Conservation: Least Concern.

HOUSE CROW

Corvus splendens
House Crow
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There is no mistaking the Common Kingfishers, 
as you can easily spot these bright blue and 
orange coloured birds flying rapidly and low 
over water. The birds are commonly found in 
quiet waters with well-vegetated banks, such as 
scrubs and bushes. They can be spotted hovering 
above the water surface or perched on riversides, 
patiently waiting and closely watching the water 
for a fish to swim by. They can wait for an entirely 
long duration for their prey to appear, and once 
this happens, the birds will make steep dives 
into the water to catch the prey using their thick 
pincher bills, and use their strong wings to propel 
upwards back to the safety of their perch.  Their 
sharp vision is not just useful to catch insects in 
flight, but they can also judge the distance of 
their moving prey when they hunt in water. 

Status and Conservation: Least Concern.

Alcedo atthis 
Common Kingfisher 

COMMON KINGFISHER 
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Despite the noise it usually makes, the 
White-throated Kingfisher is a rather 
shy bird. It is a typical sit-and-wait 
predator who does not mind spending 
long periods perched on trees or 
telephone wires, for its prey to appear. 
The bird has a habit of bobbing its 
head and wagging its tail as it sits and 
waits. As soon as a prey is spotted, it 
will not hesitate to launch towards the 
prey and seize it before returning to its 
perch. The White-throated Kingfisher 
has a prominent white patch on its 
throat, a bright blue back and large, 
bright red legs. Its bill is reddish-
orange and is long, thick and powerful; 
frequently used to hammer its prey 
to death. As the bird is carnivorous, it 
often feeds on a wide range of prey 
that includes reptiles, amphibians, 
crustaceans, insects and even birds.  

Status and Conservation: Least 
Concern.

WHITE-THROATED KINGFISHER

Halcyon smyrnensis
White-throated Kingfisher 
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Haliastur indus
Brahminy Kite 

Juvenile

BRAHMINY KITE 

The Brahminy Kites are medium-sized raptors 
that are easily recognised by their white head 
and chest, which is a sharp contrast against 
their mostly bright chestnut body. When it 
comes to food, Brahminy Kites will eat just 
about anything. As opportunistic hunters, not 
only do they scavenge on live prey – small 
mammals, reptiles, amphibians, crustaceans, 
fish, birds, insects – they would not turn away 
from dead animals or even food waste from 
garbage dumps. Their diet depends on what 
is available in their habitat. The birds will 
either hunt on the ground, or from a perch 
by the waterside or they may fly low above 
water or ground to snatch live prey or dead 
animals. When it comes to manners, the birds 
certainly do not have any, as they have a habit 
of snatching food from other birds, even from 
raptors that are larger than them!  

Status and Conservation: Least Concern.
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Red-wattled Lapwings are named as 
such because of the red, fleshy, wrinkled 
skin, otherwise called wattle, in front of 
each eye. They are very wary of their 
surroundings and will start to make a lot 
of noise if danger is lurking around. The 
birds run about in short spurts, making 
abrupt stops to pick up a food item, which 
is usually invertebrates. During courtship, 
the male bird puffs its feathers and points 
its beak upwards before shuffling around 
the female. It is normal to see several male 
birds displaying this act to the females to 
attract attention. The birds stay close to 
the water bodies and build their nests on 
the ground just above the maximum water 
level. They make distinctive calls that sound 
like ‘did-you-do-it, hence they are also 
labelled the ‘did-you-do-it bird’.  
 
Status and Conservation: Least Concern.

RED-WATTLED LAPWING 

Vanellus indicus
Red-Wattled Lapwing 
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The Chestnut-Breasted Malkoha is a large 
cuckoo that can easily be distinguished 
by its dark chestnut underparts and 
distinctive patterns on its long tail. The 
bird has a heavy greenish bill, and red 
skin patches around its eyes, which is a 
contrast to the males’ pale blue irises and 
the females’ yellow irises. This striking 
look makes it the most attractive of the 
Malkohas.The birds are rarely seen in 
flight as they choose to forage in dense 
vegetation. They are usually perched for 
long periods of time and when they do 
move about, it would be to climb or hop 
around in the lower branches of the trees.  
An interesting fact about them is their 
unique breeding habit compared to the 
other members of the cuckoo family, as 
these birds choose to incubate, feed and 
raise their young themselves, instead of 
forcing other birds to do so.   

Status and Conservation: Least Concern.

CHESTNUT-BREASTED MALKOHA 

Phaenicophaeus curvirostris
Chestnut-Breasted Malkoha
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Female

The Black-naped Monarch is an 
agile bird. It has a pair short legs 
and when it sits, it will be on a 
prominently upright position. The 
bird stays alert this way, but when 
it is startled, it raises its nape 
feathers into a pointed crest. Just 
like its name, the bird hunts by 
fly-catching, targeting on flying 
insects. They usually hunt for small 
butterflies, moths, grasshoppers, 
bugs and beetles. The birds build 
neat cup-shaped nests lined with 
filaments of webbing and fungi, 
and this sometimes include the 
genus of a mushroom-forming 
fungi that can produce antibiotics 
to protect the chicks from 
infection. The birds are sexually 
dimorphic with the male bird 
looking more distinctive with its 
black patch on the back of its head 
and what looks like a black half 
collar or ‘necklace’. 

Status and Conservation: Least 
Concern.

BLACK-NAPED MONARCH 

Hypothymis azurea
Black-naped Monarch 

Male
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The Mugimaki Flycatcher is an Asian flycatcher 
with long wingtips and a short-notched tail. 
The name Mugimaki comes from Japanese, 
which means wheat-sower. Alternatively, it is 
also called the Robin Flycatcher. It is a small 
passerine bird, but despite its size, it is very 
beautiful and strikingly patterned with orange, 
black and white themes. The bird makes 
rattling calls and is often seen flicking its tail 
and wings. When it comes to food, it prefers 
small invertebrates, alternatively, it will happily 
feed on seeds and fruits. The birds breed in 
Eastern Siberia and North-East of China, and 
during the cold, winter months, they make their 
way in flocks to the forests of Malaysia. During 
migration, they may also make stops at parks 
and gardens, whether alone or in small flocks, 
foraging on insects.  

Status and Conservation: Least Concern.

MUGIMAKI FLYCATCHER

Ficedula mugimaki
Mugimaki Flycatcher
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The Hill Mynas are beautifully-coloured 
birds. They are also extremely noisy, 
and are recognisable by their variety 
of whistles, wails and squawks. They 
constantly call out to one another and 
they love gathering in large numbers. 
As the roosts are frequently crammed, 
the birds tend to fight amongst 
themselves for the best space, which 
is usually on the highest and bare 
branches. Hill Mynas occasionally 
descend from the canopy to hunt 
for fruits, flowers and insects. Their 
favourite food is the wild figs, and the 
birds will fly from one tree to another 
to locate the ripest of these fruits. They 
prefer clearings or forest edges instead 
of being in the deep, dense jungle. 
The birds have been spotted around 
plantations, especially near streams or 
pools, where they will have their daily 
baths to get rid of the sticky fruit juices 
that have trickled down their bodies.    

Status and Conservation: Least 
Concern.

HILL MYNA

Gracula religiosa
Hill Myna
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The Common Myna is a member of the 
starling family. It is brown with a black head 
and in flight, it shows prominently large 
white wing patches. These birds feed on 
almost anything. They eat insects, fruits, 
vegetables, and even scraps and leftovers. 
They have a habit of gathering in large 
numbers in the evenings, and the number 
can reach up to several thousands. Apart 
from gathering in trees, they have also 
been seen in communal roosts in roof voids 
and bridges. They are noisy and aggressive 
birds, and this can clearly be seen during 
the breeding season where the birds 
compete against each other to get their 
favourite nesting sites. Common Mynas 
stay close to human habitation, and prove 
to be quite a nuisance to humans as they 
build their nests in the walls and ceilings of 
buildings.  

Status and Conservation: Least Concern.

COMMON MYNA 

Acridotheres tristis
Common Myna 
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The Brown-backed Needletail is a very large 
swift that makes impressively speedy flights. 
It spends most of its time in the air, using 
its beak to capture flying insects, which are 
usually beetles, grasshoppers and dragonflies. 
When the birds zoom in the air above, you will 
be able to hear the loud whooshing sounds 
that they make. As they are always airborne, 
they build their nests in the rock crevices in 
cliffs. Their short legs are used to cling to 
vertical surfaces. The bird gets its name due 
to the needle-like spines at the end of its 
short tail, as compared to other swifts which 
have forked tails. It has a large, protruding 
head, a heavy barrel-like body and are mostly 
dark brown except for a white undertail. The 
birds are recognisable by their high-pitched 
twittering and their calls are usually heard in 
forests, especially where there are lakes and 
rivers.   
  
Status and Conservation: Least Concern.

BROWN-BACKED NEEDLETAIL 

Hirundapus giganteus
Brown-backed Needletail
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Although the Orange-breasted Trogons favour 
insects and fruits, they have been known to feed 
on small prey, such as lizards and frogs. They 
have a magnificent way of capturing their prey 
as they will hover on top of them before flying 
down to grab the victims and returning back to 
their perch to consume their catch. Apart from 
the occasional flight feeding sessions, the birds 
prefer to lead an inactive lifestyle away from 
humans and predators. However, they are always 
wary of their surroundings, and as they are able 
to rotate their heads 180 degrees just like the owl 
species, it is easy for them to be on their guard at 
all times. The birds have very small toes and feet 
which limit their abilities to move other than when 
in flight. Although they have powerful wings, the 
birds prefer doing short hops instead of flying 
great distances.

Status and Conservation: Least Concern.

ORANGE-BREASTED TROGON

Harpactes oreskios
Orange-breasted Trogon

84 85B I R D S  O F  L U B U K  S E M I L A N G



The Oriental Scops Owl is a relatively 
small, yellow-eyed owl with short-
rounded wings and erectile ear-tufts. It 
feeds on large insects, birds and even 
small mammals. It is a nocturnal bird of 
prey that stays perched on branches, 
patiently waiting for its victims to pass 
by. It also forages along open spaces 
on the ground and in the canopy. It is 
a challenge to spot the bird during the 
day. The bird is either grey or rufous 
coloured, and this means that it has 
a well camouflaged appearance as it 
can easily blend with tree branches. 
Spotting the bird at night time might 
seem easy as the calls it makes – which 
is a repeated ‘tuk tok torok’ –  can be 
easily tracked, however the bird has a 
much better eyesight after dusk and 
it will always fly away if it knows that 
there is danger close by. 

Status and Conservation: Least 
Concern.

ORIENTAL SCOPS OWL

Otus sunia
Oriental Scops Owl
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Oriolus chinensis
Black-naped Oriole

BLACK-NAPED ORIOLE 

Black-Naped Orioles are fairly tame birds of 
the oriole family that are found in forests, 
gardens and plantations. They are now 
commonly found in urban and rural areas. The 
bird has a distinctive black and bright yellow 
plumage, which easily separates it from other 
Oriole species. It also has a black band across 
its eyes stretching to the rear of its head and a 
pinkish bill. Despite this striking appearance, it 
is not easy to spot the birds, as their beautifully 
marked bright bodies are disguised amongst 
the foliage of trees, which are bathed by 
sunrays. They make swift moves from one 
treetop to another and rarely come to the 
ground except to feed, which are usually on 
insects and a wide range of berries. However, 
as they can be quite noisy, they can be traced 
by their melodious whistling and fluting songs.

Status and Conservation: Least Concern.
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Pink-necked Green Pigeons love being 
around trees, so they are frequently 
sighted high in the canopy. They seldom 
come to the ground except when there 
is a need to quench their thirst, or when 
they spot some fine looking berries. 
Although they are commonly found in 
forests and wooded areas, they are now 
frequent visitors to urban areas, hence 
it is easy to locate pairs of these birds 
nesting in trees, bushes and even potted 
plants. The males are unusually colourful 
with a splash of green, orange and dark 
chestnut, while the females look rather 
drab in green. The bright and vibrant 
colours not only give the males a better 
chance of being spotted by the females, 
but it also serves as a camouflage, as the 
bird’s pink neck and green body is mixed 
amongst the dense trees and colourful, 
rainforest flowers.  
 
Status and Conservation: Least Concern.

PINK-NECKED GREEN PIGEON 

Treron vernans
Pink-necked Green Pigeon 
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Treron curvirostra
Thick-billed Green Pigeon

THICK-BILLED GREEN PIGEON

The Thick-billed Green Pigeon is a rather 
small-sized bird compared to the other 
green pigeons. They are forest-loving 
birds and are often found in wooded 
areas and are also commonly spotted 
in matured gardens and parks. These 
species are also known as frugivorous 
birds, as they eat a wide variety of fruits, 
berries and plant seeds. They seem to 
be especially attracted to the syconia of 
figs. Male and female birds have different 
characteristics – the male has maroon 
upper wings and the female has green 
upper wings – however both sexes have 
thick pale greenish bills with a red base, 
and broad bluish-green eye rings. The 
birds look attractive with their bright 
beaks and huge eyes. Just like other 
species of pigeons, the Thick-billed Green 
Pigeons produce crop milk to feed their 
chicks.

Status and Conservation: Least Concern.
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The Pin-striped Tit-babbler is a small 
bird that is about 11 cm in length, and 
weighing an average of 12 grams. It is 
an active bird and always seen flying 
around, hardly staying perched on tree 
branches for a long time. The bird’s 
upperparts are brown and it is yellow 
underneath, hence it is also called the 
Yellow-breasted Babbler. They make 
loud, repeated calls that are transcribed 
as ‘chonk-chonk-chonk’, making it 
relatively easy to identify them in the 
field. They are often found foraging 
in flocks of up to 12 or more birds, 
creeping and clambering together in 
low vegetation. They diet on insects, 
such as beetles and caterpillars, and 
occasionally feed on fruits. During 
breeding season, the birds build loose 
ball-shaped nests which they make 
from clumps of grass and leaves.    
 
Status and Conservation: Least 
Concern.

PIN-STRIPED TIT-BABBLER

Mixornis gularis
Pin-striped Tit-babbler

94 95B I R D S  O F  L U B U K  S E M I L A N G



Cacomantis merulinus
Plaintive Cuckoo

PLAINTIVE CUCKOO

The Plaintive Cuckoo is a fairly small bird. It is 
usually high up in the canopy, foraging in the 
foliage, and will descend to catch its prey on 
the ground. It moves about restlessly in scrubs 
and bushes to feed on insects and soft-bodied 
species, primarily on caterpillars. As with 
most cuckoos, the Plaintive Cuckoo is a brood 
parasite. It lays its eggs in the nests of other 
birds, for these birds to incubate and raise 
the cuckoo chicks as their own. The Plaintive 
Cuckoo will choose birds like the tailorbirds 
or the prinias, as the eggs of these birds are 
similar to that of the cuckoos. This will trick 
the host birds, making it difficult for them to 
determine which eggs are their own. Because 
of this, host birds will do their best to drive the 
cuckoos away from their nest-sites.

Status and Conservation: Least Concern.
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The males of the Purple-throated 
Sunbirds are more stunning compared 
to the females, as they have a striking 
iridescent plumage and crimson breast, 
which are contrasted against their shiny 
purple throat. They are one of the smallest 
sunbirds, and are extremely active. The 
Purple-throated Sunbird forage singly, in 
pairs or in small groups, where they hunt 
for insects, caterpillars, moths, nectar, 
fruits and seeds. During courtship, the 
male birds will sing while stretching out 
its body and pointing its bill upwards. 
By doing so, its crimson breast will be 
puffed out and its chin and throat will 
be stretched, displaying the bird’s shiny 
purple feathers for the females to lay its 
eyes upon. The birds are usually found 
in sub-tropical or topical moist lowland 
forests and mangrove forests. 

Status and Conservation: Least Concern.

PURPLE-THROATED SUNBIRD

Leptocoma sperata
Purple-throated Sunbird
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The Scaly-breasted Munia is a tiny perching 
bird with a big head. It feeds mainly on half 
ripe seeds and greens, and it has a large 
conical bill and a thick tongue which helps 
in de-husking seeds from heads of grass. 
It has a striking brown scale pattern on its 
white breasts, hence its unusual name. The 
birds have adapted well to urban areas and 
they are commonly found in gardens, parks 
and even home verandas. They forage in 
extremely large flocks of about 100 birds 
and are highly sociable, constantly keeping 
in contact with each other through their 
loud whistles and calls. These birds have a 
habit of flicking their tails and wings when 
they hop about on the ground or on tree 
branches, which could be translated as a 
signal to indicate their intention to fly and 
keep the flock together. 

Status and Conservation: Least Concern.

SCALY-BREASTED MUNIA

Lonchura punctulata
Scaly-breasted Munia
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Kittacincla malabarica
White-rumped Shama

Apart from having an attractive 
morphological appearance, the White-
rumped Shamas are known for the loud 
and melodious songs they sing. They are 
extremely territorial and their singing is 
used to drive away competition. Because of 
their beautiful singing voice, these birds are 
usually caged if caught, where their owners 
will enter them into songbird contests. The 
males are better off as singers, as their 
singing is more consistent considering the 
fact that the males sing to attract their 
mates and to also mark their territories. As 
the birds are very shy, they are more often 
heard – through their loud and clear calls – 
rather than seen. If they are spotted, which 
is in forested areas, it will usually be in flight 
or whilst they are perched on tree branches. 
They can also be spotted in flocks bathing in 
forest streams to maintain their feathers.    

Status and Conservation: Least Concern.

WHITE-RUMPED SHAMA
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TIGER SHRIKE

Lanius tigrinus
Tiger Shrike

Just like the other shrike species, 
the Brown Shrike is a noisy and 
aggressive bird. It is a small bird and 
adorable in appearance, but this 
look may be deceiving. The tiny bird 
is known to be a merciless killer. It 
is often seen perched in an upright 
stance – ready to pounce on a prey. 
Because it cannot hold onto prey 
to eat, it will impale the prey on 
nearby spikes, such as on thorny 
branches or bushes. Only when the 
prey is powerless or dead will the 
bird then consume it. The Brown 
Shrike prefers large insects and small 
birds, but it also feeds on bats and 
mice. Look out into bushy areas and 
gardens, and you will be able to spot 
the bird which only makes a huge 
amount of noise during breeding 
season.   

Status and Conservation: Least 
Concern.

The Tiger Shrike is a small, stocky, harmless looking bird, which is less 
conspicuous than most other shrikes. It is a shy bird and is often in solitude. 
Like other shrikes, it typically hunts from a perch, sitting upright while 
waiting for a prey to pass by; and when this aggressive predator spots its 
victims, it impales its prey on sharp thorns of tree branches. Once the prey 
is secured, the victim will be ruthlessly butchered using its hooked bill. Tiger 
Shrikes largely feed on large insects and small birds, including rodents, 
reptiles and mammals in their diet. The Tiger Strike gets its name from the 
tiger-like pattern on its upper parts, which are reddish-brown with dark bars. 
It is also known as Thick-billed Shrike, as it has a thick blue-black bill with a 
black tip.    

Status and Conservation: Least Concern.

BROWN SHRIKE

Lanius cristatus
Brown Shrike
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Asian Glossy Starlings are intelligent birds. 
They are also outgoing birds that adapt 
easily, and live close to humans. They often 
forage and roost in large flocks, and it is 
captivating to see the flocks performing 
complex aerial displays like twisting and 
forming symmetrical patterns together. This 
is a smart strategy for the birds to avoid 
their predators. The birds are especially 
fond of fruits, such as figs, papaya, 
mangoes and berries. When they forage in 
trees, they move from one fruiting branch 
to another to select their fruits. They may 
also take insects and fallen fruits on the 
ground. Although they may look like they 
have a glossy black appearance, on close 
scrutiny, the plumage is actually a dark 
glossy green. They also have a prominent 
set of bright, red eyes, which tend to 
brighten up the birds’ dark plumage.

Status and Conservation: Threatened.

ASIAN GLOSSY STARLING

Aplonis panayensis
Asian Glossy Starling
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The Olive-backed Sunbird is a common bird that can be 
found in parks and gardens. The birds have now adapted 
well to humans and they have a habit of building their 
nests in human dwellings. It is also interesting to see 
how the bird builds its nest. It is usually a long, spindle-
shaped nest that is suspended from a branch or it can 
even hang out from a veranda or a clothesline. The birds 
have a pair of short wings which allow them to make fast 
and direct flights. The easiest way to spot them is to look 
for flowering trees, where they are always found feeding 
on their favourite diet – flower nectar. The birds make 
graceful movements hovering over flowers, and use their 
down-curved bills to suck the nectar out. They may also 
feed on insects, especially when feeding their young. 
  
Status and Conservation: Least Concern.

OLIVE-BACKED SUNBIRD

Cinnyris jugularis
Olive-backed Sunbird

Brown-throated Sunbirds, which are also called Plain-
throated Sunbirds, are common visitors to parks and 
gardens, as they prefer to be around trees and low 
scrubs. The birds make high-pitched chatters, and are 
very loud and noisy in their flocks. They are brightly 
coloured birds with long thin down-curved beaks 
and brush-tipped tubular tongues that are adapted 
to suck nectar from flowers. Whilst the male birds 
are remarkable looking with metallic green head and 
neck, blue and purple wings and upper parts, a brown 
throat and a bright yellow belly, the females are drab 
looking with an overall dull olive theme. Although 
some Sunbird species hover around the flowers while 
feeding, the Brown-throated Sunbird does not, and will 
be perched instead. They prefer visiting flowering trees 
and bushes in the morning. When building their nests, 
the birds often use spider silk to bind their nesting 
materials together.  

Status and Conservation: Least Concern.

BROWN-THROATED SUNBIRD

Anthreptes malacensis
Brown-throated Sunbird
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RUBY-CHEEKED SUNBIRD

Chalcoparia singalensis
Ruby-cheeked Sunbird

The Ruby-cheeked Sunbird has a 
shorter, straighter bill compared to 
other Sunbirds. Male birds have rufous-
orange throat, dark green upper parts, 
yellow underparts and ruby cheeks, 
making them extremely attractive. The 
females lack the colourful feathers 
and they do not have a ruby cheek 
patch. The bird is considered to be one 
of the two smallest sunbirds at only 
11cm in size. It is quite hard to spot it 
as it frequents the dense foliage at 
the lower storey, feeding on insects, 
caterpillars and spiders. The birds 
also include fruits and nectar in their 
diet. As they prefer to be in the dense 
undergrowth, the only way to locate 
the birds is through their sharp and 
shrill calls, which they constantly make. 
The Ruby-cheeked Sunbird is a species 
of bird in the Nectariniidae family of 
passerine birds.  

Status and Conservation: Least 
Concern.
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True to its name, Dark-necked Tailorbirds 
are ‘tailors’ as they sew their own homes. 
They are short and stout birds with a 
pair of strong legs that allow the birds to 
actively hop about in the undergrowth. 
As they have short, stubby wings, they 
are not great fliers. Whilst the males 
have solid dark-coloured lower throat 
and upper breast, the females have a 
streaked theme instead. The females 
also have shorter tail feathers compared 
to the males. The females are fantastic 
tailors and when they are busy at work, 
the males will be close by to keep a look 
out for intruders. The females work on 
their homes by piercing edges of large 
leaves with their bills, and sewing them 
together using spider silk or plant fibre 
in the shape of a cradle. This cradle will 
then be filled with grass.  

Status and Conservation: Least Concern.

DARK-NECKED TAILORBIRD

Orthotomus atrogularis
Dark-necked Tailorbird
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Motacilla cinerea
Grey Wagtail

GREY WAGTAIL

Despite being named the Grey 
Wagtail, the bird is bright and 
colourful. It has slate-grey upper 
parts and an eye-catching lemon-
yellow undertail. It has a long tail 
which makes the bird’s overall 
appearance rather alluring. The bird is 
very active and as its name suggests, 
it has a habit of persistently wagging 
its long tail especially whilst walking 
or running briskly along the ground. 
Just like other wagtail species, the 
bird has a tendency to move its tail 
from left to right. Grey Wagtails love 
being around water, and the reason 
is because they hunt for aquatic-type 
insects and invertebrates, or other 
creatures, which can be found in and 
around streams and rivers. Their nests 
are also built close to water and their 
preference is to have them between 
hollows, or spaces between rocks.  

Status and Conservation: Least 
Concern.
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Baya Weavers are sparrow-sized 
and they have a stout conical 
bill and a short square tail. A 
fascinating fact about the Baya 
Weavers is that the male birds 
exclusively build their nests 
for display to the females. The 
females will select nests which 
are elaborate in design and 
decoration. They will also highly 
consider the safety of the nests 
in terms of location and height. In 
usual circumstances, the females 
prefer nests which are built on 
thorny trees and located high 
above the ground. Occasionally 
nests are built near water or 
hanging over water, safe from 
predators. The Baya Weaver is 
a sociable bird that forage for 
seeds on the plants and on the 
ground. Their diet include insects, 
butterflies, frogs, geckos and 
molluscs. They also need wild 
grass and crops not only for 
their food but for their nesting 
materials. 
 
Status and Conservation: Least 
Concern.

BAYA WEAVER 

Ploceus philippinus
Baya Weaver 
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Mulleripicus pulverulentus
Great Slaty Woodpecker

GREAT SLATY WOODPECKER 

The Great Slaty Woodpecker is the 
largest in the Woodpecker species, 
and is usually seen flying – rustling 
its feathers noisily in flight – from 
one patch of forest to another in 
long distances, high above the 
forest canopy. It is a social bird, 
constantly keeping contact with 
other woodpeckers by making 
loud calls. Because of its large size 
and slaty-grey plumage which is 
contrasted against an orange-yellow 
throat, is it easy to recognise the 
bird. It usually works a tree upwards 
and makes slow motion forages to 
excavate wood. The most important 
foraging method for the bird is 
gleaning, where it skilfully uses its 
long neck and bill to reach out over 
a considerable distance into the 
cracks of trees.  The bird seems 
to prefer ants and larvae of other 
species as part of its diet. 

Status and Conservation: 
Vulnerable. 
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The Greater Flameback is a large 
woodpecker with an erect crest and a 
long neck. As with other woodpeckers, 
the Greater Flameback has a straight 
pointed bill that is used to unearth food 
from trees. It has short legs, zygodactyl 
feet (or yoked feet) and strong, sharp 
curved claws, which makes it easy for 
the bird to cling to a vertical surface, like 
tree trunks. This forest loving bird has a 
long tongue which can be darted forward 
to feed on its prey, and these are usually 
insects found in cavities and cracks. The 
bird also drinks nectar from a variety of 
flowers. Their presence in an area is an 
important part of the ecosystem, because 
in the process of feeding, they consume 
insects that are dangerous to the trees. 
This prevents the trees from dying due to 
the loss of trunks and branches. 

Status and Conservation: Least Concern.

GREATER FLAMEBACK

Chrysocolaptes guttacristatus
Greater Flameback

120 121B I R D S  O F  L U B U K  S E M I L A N G



Picus vittatus
Laced Woodpecker Female

Male

LACED WOODPECKER

Laced Woodpeckers are 
inhabitants of forests and wooded 
areas. They play a very important 
role in the ecosystem as they 
keep trees from being infested 
by insects. How do they do that? 
Well, they have strong bills with 
chisel-like tips that they use to drill 
trees. Once they have drummed 
into the trees, they will use their 
long, sticky tongues to extract out 
insects, which might be harmful 
to the trees. The birds are able 
to climb vertically on tree trunks 
as they are equipped with sharp-
clawed toes and stiff tails to give 
them the support they need. 
Although they are arboreal birds, 
they also forage on the ground. 
The birds are sexually dimorphic 
with the male birds having a red 
crown and nape, in contrast to the 
females who have them in black 
instead. Both sexes have streaky 
lower body and dark moustaches. 

Status and Conservation: Least 
Concern.
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The Wreathed Hornbill prefers dark, heavy forests 
instead of being out in the open. The bird is also 
known as the Bar-Pouched Wreathed Hornbill 
and is recognisable for its long, de-curved bill, an 
inflatable pouch on its throat and a casque that bears 
a flattened wrinkled band, like a wreath. It uses its 
fabulous beak to reach out for fruits on branches, 
and this can be helpful when the fruits are on small 
branches which cannot bear its weight. It also feeds 
on insects, reptiles and small mammals. Although the 
beak looks heavy, it is actually very lightweight. As 
with all Hornbills, Wreathed Hornbills have a peculiar 
nesting behaviour, where the female birds and her 
young are sealed into an impenetrable space in tree 
hollows or occasionally in rocky cliffs, and are fed 
entirely by the males. 

Status and Conservation: Least Concern.

WREATHED HORNBILL

Female

Rhyticeros undulatus
Wreathed Hornbill 

Male
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Male

The Yellow-rumped Flycatcher is a small and active bird with a 
bright yellow rump and white spots on its tail. It is commonly 
found in open areas that have fruiting shrubs and scattered 
trees, and in wooded areas near water. The birds feed primarily 
on insects during breeding season, and they consume fruits 
during the cold winter months and also during migration. It is 
perhaps the most versatile forager when compared to other 
birds of its species – the bird hunts for its victims amongst 
twigs and leaves on the ground; it hovers while taking insects 
from the foliage; and it will also catch insects in flight. Its 
commonly eaten fruits are berries, poison ivy and grapes. 
During courtship, the males will accompany the females 
everywhere, and will make calls while fluffing their feathers 
and raising their wings to show off their colourful crown 
feathers. 

Status and Conservation: Least Concern.

Female

YELLOW-RUMPED FLYCATCHER

Ficedula 
zanthopygia
Yellow-rumped 
Flycatcher
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Caprimulgus affinis
Savanna Nightjar

SAVANNA NIGHTJAR

Savanna Nightjars are medium-sized 
birds that are most active when it is 
dark. Dawn and dusk are the times 
when you can hear them making 
loud, repetitive squeaky calls to 
one another, and this is when they 
actively fly around and forage 
through the night to catch flying 
insects. As much as it is difficult to 
spot them during these hours, it is 
also challenging to see them in the 
day time. This is because the birds 
do not fly during the day. They also 
have short feet which are seldom 
used to walk. Most of the times, 
they remain motionless, and they 
are well camouflaged on grounds 
to avoid from being detected by 
their predators. The overall plumage 
of the species is brown and their 
feather patterns blend in with the 
patterns of tree barks and dead 
leaves. 
 
Status and Conservation: Least 
Concern.
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Ducula bicolor
Pied Imperial Pigeon

The Pied Imperial Pigeon is a large 
plump-looking pigeon that is one of 
the most powerful and agile flyers. It 
looks very grand in its mostly white 
body, apart from the black outer 
parts of its wings and tail feathers. 
Pied Imperial Pigeons make fast and 
direct flights and they travel in flocks 
at dusk and dawn. Since they are 
fond of fruits, the birds frequently 
make their way to tropical trees, 
palms and bushes. When they feed, 
they are able to swallow extremely 
large fruits with very big seeds. It 
is also interesting to see how these 
beautiful birds maintain their feathers. 
Apart from preening, they do rain-
bathing in order to keep their feathers 
in good condition. During breeding 
season, they build nests out of a 
loosely woven platform of sticks or 
small twigs. 

Status and Conservation: Least 
Concern.

PIED IMPERIAL PIGEON
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H
Halcyon smyrnensis, 67

Haliastur indus, 68

Harpactes oreskios, 85

Hirundapus giganteus, 82

Hypothymis azurea, 75

I
Irena puella, 10

K
Kittacincla malabarica, 102

L
Lacedo pulchella, 5
Lanius cristatus, 104

Lanius tigrinus, 105

Leptocoma sperata, 99

Lonchura punctulata, 100

M
Macronus gularis, 95

Malacocincla abbotti, 2

Merops philippinus, 6
Motacilla cinerea, 114

Mulleripicus pulverulentus, 118

Muscicapa dauurica, 50

Muscicapa sibirica, 32

N
Ninox scutulata, 13

Nisaetus cirrhatus, 44

Nisaetus nipalensis, 45

O
Oriolus chinensis, 88

Orthotomus atrogularis, 113

Otus sunia, 87

P
Picus vittatus, 122

Ploceus philippinus, 117

Pycnonotus atriceps, 15

Pycnonotus finlaysoni, 21

Pycnonotus plumosus, 17

R
Rhyticeros undulatus, 125

S
Spilopelia chinensis, 40

Spilornis cheela, 24

Surniculus lugubris, 30

T
Terpsiphone paradisi, 53

Treron curvirostra, 92

Treron vernans, 91

V
Vanellus indicus, 70


